Consensus Classifications of the Gross Motor, Manual Ability, and Communication Function Classification Systems Between Therapists and Parents of Children with Cerebral Palsy

BACKGROUND METHODS
• This work is conducted in the context of a multisite international study on Developmental Trajectories of Impairments, Health Conditions, and Participation of Children with Cerebral Palsy (the On Track Study).
• In previous work, we established an understanding of the child, family, and service factors that contribute to motor development, 4 self-care, 5 and participation 6 of two functionally distinct subgroups of children with CP.
• To assist with planning for individualized care to optimize these outcomes, the next stage in our research is to describe developmental trajectories of multiple measures by GMFCS, MACS, and CFCS levels.
• Whereas the GMFCS was initially designed for use by service providers, and later validated for completion by parents, both the MACS and CFCS were developed for service providers to use in collaboration with parents.
• We acknowledge the importance of both parent and service provider perspectives in classifying the full range of usual performance across settings, aiming for guidelines for reconciling differences when they occur.
• Participants were 671 parents of children with CP (56% male) between 2-12 years of age enrolled in the On Track Study and 90 trained and reliable physical and occupational therapists
• Ethical approval was provided by all academic institutional review boards and multiple agencies across all participating sites; signed informed consent/assent was obtained from each parent/child participant prior to data collection 
Patterns of Consensus and Disagreement
• 96.7% agreement
• All but three disagreements no more than one level difference
• 94.5% agreement
• All but 10 disagreements no more than one level difference GMFCS
